
 
 

John Brooks Obituary  

John Brooks was one of the original Founder Member team of authors, enthusiasts and 
former servicemen, who set up Friends of the New Forest Airfields (FONFA) in the 1990s, to 
erect a Memorial to those who had served on the New Forest Airfields during World War II, 
at Holmsley South, and later to develop an educational resource for future generations, to 
preserve the knowledge of their sacrifices and achievements. 
 
Following his career in radio and electronics in the Royal Air Force, he was an active 
volunteer in FONFA for over two decades. He led the Annual Service for many years and 
served the Charity as Secretary, Treasurer, Membership Secretary and Chairman, ably 
supported by fellow Board Member Lynn Corbin, often in difficult times, when volunteer 
support was variable and often thin on the ground. 
 
His particular interests were the Hurricane aircraft and the Outreach Programme, where he 
enjoyed the two visits annually to New Milton Junior School, to talk with the children and 
view their WWII related projects, shared with John Levesley, several WWII veterans and 
myself, until he retired from the Board. His loyalty, commitment and strong views on how 
the Charity should develop contributed greatly to the heritage which we have today,  
Personally, I am grateful for all the advice and support that he gave to me and many others 
in FONFA, during the time that we knew him.  
 
As a Founder Member, he was a pioneer, without whose efforts, FONFA could not have 
flourished to become what it is today. From the humble beginnings in the old RAF Sopley 
Guardroom and the erection of the Memorial at Holmsley South, via the 'on the road' 
gazebo days in many locations, to the larger Heritage Centre building that we have today, 
his spirit and experience have been a constant source of knowledge and loyalty to our 
mission, for which we will always be grateful. 
 
Henry Goodall, 
Life President, FONFA. 
 


